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Join us  for the first MWA-NY Dinner 
Meeting of the fall season. 

 

Multiple Award-Winning, New York Times 
Best-Selling, and all-around Wonderful 
Person LAURA LIPPMAN will be our guest 
speaker  at The National Arts Club on 
Wednesday, September 9th. 

http://hosted.verticalresponse.com/208230/e5726d1947/TEST/TEST/


Famed Tess Monaghan creator -- now 
reaping critical praise for her "artistic 
breakthrough" with stand-alones WHAT 
THE DEAD KNOW and LIFE SENTENCES -- 
is coming up from Baltimore to help us 
kick off our fall season.   Chapter VP and 
acclaimed author Alafair Burke will handle 
the introductions. 

$40 per person gets you dinner, a drink, 
and an unforgettable talk by one of 
today's  true mystery stars. 

Click here for more information. 

 The Noose is Going Green!

by Chris Grabenstein, 
Chapter President MWA-NY 

Hi.  

This is our first attempt at an e-newsletter.  
 
We're doing it to save money (yours) and 
trees (everybody's) -- and the backs of letter 
carriers everywhere. 
 
We're hoping to follow the lead of other MWA 
Chapters and (eventually) go all e all the 
time with newsletters, meeting 
announcements, and periodic news blasts.   
 
To make it work, we need two things from 
every member. 
 
1)    Your e-mail address.  The current one.  
Not the one that used to be your e-mail back 
when you first joined MWA. If you received 
this e-mail, looks like we already have it.  If 
you have friends who say "I didn't get the 

http://www.mwa-ny.org/meetings.php


galdern newsletter," tell them to send their 
"current galdern e-mail address" to Margery 
at the National Office. 
 
2)    Okay, this is from our board member/
web guru Ken Isaacson, who volunteers a 
ton of time to MWA-NY and has helped us 
evolve from the Stone Age to the 21st 
century without having to stop off at either 
the Bronze Age or the Industrial Revolution:  
add Mystery_Writers_of_America/NY@mail.
vresp.com 
to your safe list in any spam filters! (Please 
note that when you add this e-mail address 
to your safe list, you need to include an 
"_" (underscore) between "Mystery" and 
"Writers" and "of" and "America/NY".) 
 
See you in September! 
 
Chris 
 

 

  

 FROM THE EDITOR...

Hi all, 

 
You'll see that we're trying a new format and hope that you find your Noose a useful 
and interesting read. This reformatting means changes for us all and I'd like to thank 
Stephen Hausler for his many years as Art Director/Design/Producer of The Noose.  I'll 
miss working with him. Now read on and see what exciting things are on offer for the 
New York chapter of MWA! 
 
Marie Hannan-Mandel 

  



 NEW JERSEY SATELLITE MEETING

 It's official!  The second (annual, we hope) NJ satellite meeting will be held 
Wednesday, October 21 at Tumulty's Tavern, 361 George Street, New Brunswick -- 
walking distance from the NJT Train Station. 

Mona DePasquale, a website designer with over 20 years experience, will be the 
featured speaker.  She's designed many websites for authors and knows the web from 
an author's point of view.     Whether you're a new writer, still querying agents, or a 
published pro Mona will give you keen insight on how to make the web work for you 
and your writing career. 

 Cost is $30 in advance (greatly appreciated) or $35 at the door.  The meeting will 
include a buffet dinner and cash bar.  Check, payable to MWA-NY, can be sent to our 
Jersey Girl treasurer:   

Sheila York 
49 Morse Avenue 

Bloomfield, NJ 07003 

Many thanks to MWA-NY member Arthur Franks for putting this event together! 

 COMING THIS FALL AT THE NATIONAL ARTS CLUB...

OCTOBER 7th 

WHAT'S THE STORY?  
 
When you finally find your law enforcement source, how can you adapt his/her cases and 
procedure to your plot? Will some of the detective / investigator / agent's character find its 
way into your fictional hero? A writer-detective dialogue to die for. 

NOVEMBER 4th 

CAN SCHOOLS AVERT THE RISK OF MASS MURDER? 
Robert Sica, US Secret Service 
 



Can principals and teachers identify potential violence by their own students? What have we 
learned since Columbine? USSS Assistant Special Agent in Charge, Robert Sica, explains how 
the agency applies their presidential risk assessment expertise to the threat that haunts the 
halls of academia. Just the kind of intriguing, real-life stuff novelists research to create tense, 
attention-getting, relevant plots. All yours on November 4th. 

DECEMBER 2nd 

THE MWA-NY WINTER REVELS 

Food, fun, festivities!   

 ASK THE LAWYER...  

  

Dear Bob, 
 
Should I be worried about putting my writing-in-progress on the web?  
What if someone steals my ideas? 
  
Putting it out there in NY 

Dear "Putting it out there," 

Technically, the expression of your ideas (meaning the words you use) are protected 
from the moment you write them down... on the web or otherwise.  If the web is the 
only place you record them, I would strongly urge you to keep a copy of your writings 
on your own computer as well, and also to record a screenshot of your writings on the 
web page and to keep that indefinitely, showing that they were published on the web, 
the URL on which they were published, and, if possible, the date on which they were 
published.  If someone steals your expression, you can then prove that you wrote it 
first, and that the infringer had access to your work online. 
 
However, you asked not about your words, but about your ideas, and I have to tell you 
that there is no protection at all against theft of your ideas off the internet. 
 
I'm not sure why you'd want to publish your work in progress online.   You should be 
aware that if anyone does steal your ideas, you're basically out of luck.   You cannot 
claim they were a confidential trade secret if you published them for the world to see... 



and copyright protects only expression, not ideas. 

Advice given in this column is general, and is not based upon a thorough 
review of facts and considerations in any given instance.  You should 
consult an attorney in depth if you need legal advice. 

Bob Stein counsels and represents people at all levels of the 
entertainment industry from writers to film producers. He has represented 
David Baldacci and Janet Evanovich and spent 13 years in-house at Random 
House, Simon and Schuster and Warner Books before entering private 
practice. 

 Other Important MWA-NY Dates

   

 
September 22nd 
"Police Procedurals: Detective Fiction by the Book" 
 
NYPL Mid-Manhattan Branch 
455 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY,  
6th Floor at 6:30 p.m 

October 21st 
"Why Kids Love a Good Scare: Writing for Kids and Young Adults" 

NYPL Mid-Manhattan Branch 
455 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY,  
6th Floor at 6:30 p.m  

October 27th 
"MYSTERY WRITERS ON POE:   
How Edgar Allen Poe Influences Contemporary Mysteries" 

Chappaqua Public Library 
195 S Greeley Ave. 
Chappaqua, NY 10514 
(914) 238-4779 

  

 
  



 What's NOOSE?

  

Books 

Lisa Bork, For Better, For Murder, Midnight Ink. 

Mary Jane Clark, Dying for Mercy, Harper Collins-William Morrow. 

Chris Grabenstein, Mind Scrambler, St. Martin's Minotaur 

Chris Grabenstein, The Hanging Hill, Random House Children's Books 

Ed Rand, Higher Calling, Deadly Ink Press. 

Gary Earl Ross, Blackbird Rising, Full Court Press. 

E. F. Watkins, Danu's Children, Amber Quill Press. 

Stories

Richard Ciciarelli, "Murder Among Friends," Woman's World 6 July 2009. 

Joanne Dobson and Beverle Graves Myers, "A Good Cuppa Joe," AHMM, October 2009. 

Peggy Ehrhart, "Maxx Nails It," Mysterical-E, Spring 2009. 

Martin Meyers, "Nate Devlin's $," EQMM, June 2009. 

Plays 

Gary Earl Ross's Edgar Award-winning play Matter of Intent will be read at the Bridewell 
Theatre in London on June 25 as part of the NAAA Play Reading Festival. 

Articles 

Peggy Ehrhart, "Jane Austen, Mystery Writer: The Case of Emma," Gumshoe Review 
June 2009. 



Send items for "What's Noose?" to Peggy Ehrhart at pehrhart@sprynet.com .  Please 
use the format you see in the entries above.  Because of the Noose's new format, we 
now have limited space (100 to 150 words) and have to give priority to publications. 

Forward this message to a friend 

Have "noose" to share?  Email it to: mhannanmandel@yahoo.com   
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