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Dear MWA-NY Members,

It is my great honor to serve this year as president. All but the last few of the many, many years I
have been a member, I was an associate, with hopes and dreams, but no book contract. The club and its
generous members helped enormously to keep my spirits up and my determination focused. I learned
from the speakers at our monthly meetings and symposia, I had fun, and I made dear friends.

Once I was published, the club became equally valuable to me in other ways, with pointers for
promoting my work and opportunities to speak and to meet readers and mystery fans.

I owe much to MWA/NY and hope to repay a modicum of that debt by helping, in any way I can, to
foster its success in the coming year. If there is something the board and I can do to make the club
work better for you, please, please let me know. You can write to me
at: annamaria@annamariaalfieri.com.

We help one another to succeed. And that means you!

Patricia King
President, MWA-NY
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           FROM THE EDITOR

Hi all,

Happy New Year! 2011 was a busy one for the chapter, and I’m confident that 2012 will be similarly
full of wonderful activities and opportunities! This issue contains our annual writing classes roundup.
Have a look, and see what will suit you. So many of us attend conferences and writing classes, and so
many of us don’t have the time to get to all the events we’d like. Share your experiences with your
colleagues! I encourage anyone who wants to write up their experience at a writers’ conference or
writing workshop to contact me. We’d love to hear what you learned. Please continue to send in your
information for Meet the Member – 100 words and a headshot – that’s all it takes. And remember, you
don’t have to be a published writer to be included. We are always on the lookout for contributors. Send
comments, suggestions, complaints or requests to me at: mhannanmandel@yahoo.com.

Marie Hannan-Mandel
Editor

mailto:annamaria@annamariaalfieri.com
mailto:mhannanmandel@yahoo.com
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           MWA-NY Elections

Here are the results of this fall’s election for 2012 MWA-NY President and for the vacant board
member positions:

New Board Members:
Megan Abbott
Cordelia Frances Biddle
Marco Conelli
Hilary Davidson
Alison Gaylin
Julia Pomeroy  

Current Board Members:
Jonathan Santlofer
Lyndsay Faye
Andrew Peck
Rosemary Harris

Patricia King (aka Anna Maria Alfieri) has been elected as MWA-NY President.

Top

           All A-Twitter

Attention MWA-NY members! Our local chapter now features a Facebook page and a Twitter feed. Our
Facebook page is titled MWA-New York, and our Twitter handle is@mwanewyork. The accounts are
linked, so that information about upcoming MWA meetings, public library panels, chapter programs, and
all our special events will be broadcast over social media.

Members are encouraged to follow these accounts, and to post their own upcoming engagements,
good news, and book updates on Facebook. All members are welcome to post on the wall any
information relevant to the chapter, including future signings or panels, resource aids, and mystery-
related content. Thank you for helping to make MWA-NY more active than ever in the world of web
communication!

And don’t forget to join the MWA-NY group on Yahoo. To join, go to Groups on the Yahoo email page
and request membership in the MWA-NY group (http://groups.yahoo.com/).
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           IMPORTANT DATES

https://www.facebook.com/pages/MWA-New-York/176337455757254
http://twitter.com/#!/mwanewyork
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/MWA-NY/


JAN. 11 — Chapter Meeting: Going Undercover to Solve Your Crime. Don’t miss this
dynamic presentation or the debut of our fantastic new mid-town venue! Midtown
Executive Club, 40 West 45th Street, 6:00 p.m. Please note the meeting is
not on the first Wednesday. www.mwa-ny.org/meetings.php

JAN. 19 — Library Lecture: Join us for the first library event of the year: The Funny Side of
Crime. Mid-Manhattan Library, 40th Street and 5th Avenue, 6th Floor. 6:30 p.m.

FEB. 2 — Library Lecture: Find out How to Solve the Mystery of Getting Your Crime Fiction
Published. Mid-Manhattan Library, 40th Street and 5th Avenue, 6th Floor. 6:30
p.m.

MAR. 6 — Library Lecture: Come find out about your neighborhood in East Side, West
Side, Dark Side: New York Mysteries. Mid-Manhattan Library, 40th Street and 5th
Avenue, 6th Floor. 6:30 p.m.
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           WRITING CLASSES

For those members interested in attending a writing class or two over the next year, here are some
opportunities to work with fellow MWA-NY members:

Jan. 13-15: Jane Cleland will present hands-on writing exercises and inspirational
experiences at the Weekend Writer’s Event, MIT’s Endicott House, 80 Haven
Street, Dedham, MA 02026, 781.326.5151, (also Sept 21-23, 2012). For
further information, go online at: www.mitendicotthouse.org.

April 2: Lois Winston will give a two-week class on Writing Contests at Writers Online.
For more information, go to: www.writersonlineclasses.com.

July: Reed Farrel Coleman will be teaching at Hofstra University in the Summer
Writers Program. Sixty to 70 percent of the fiction sold in America is mystery
fiction, so if you want to get published, mystery fiction is the way to go. “But the
mystery should be in the book not in writing the book,” says Long Island’s own
multiple award-winning mystery author and former executive vice president of
Mystery Writers of America, Reed Farrel Coleman. Through the use of innovative
and engaging methods, students learn how professionals avoid the pitfalls of
writing a first mystery. For further information: www.hofstra.edu.

Sept. 10: Lois Winston will teach an interactive two-week class on Memoir Writing. For
more information, go to: www.writersonlineclasses.com.

http://www.mwa-ny.org/meetings.php
http://www.mitendicotthouse.org/
http://www.writersonlineclasses.com/
http://www.hofstra.edu/home/index.html
http://www.writersonlineclasses.com/


Sept. 21-23: Jane Cleland will offer an encore of hands-on writing exercises and inspirational
experiences at the Weekend Writer’s Event, MIT’s Endicott House, 80 Haven
Street, Dedham, MA 02026, 781.326.5151. For further information, go online at:
www.mitendicotthouse.org.
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           ASK THE LAWYER

One of the wonderful benefits of being a member of MWA is that we have access to a great
wealth of information of many sources and a long-time member has called our attention to an
inaccuracy in the last issue of the Noose. Following is her comment (edited for space) and
Bob’s reply.

Many thanks to Janet Reid of Fine Print Literary Management for taking the time to clarify
this issue for us!

Cheers,
Rosemary Harris
2011 President, MWA-NY

 

Dear Ms. Hannan-Mandel,

There’s a serious error in Bob’s column of advice this month. It arises in paragraph two: “the first
agent reads the ms, likes it, and shows it to one or more editors. She receives one or more offers. The
second agent does likewise, and also receives offers. Then a publisher tells both agents that each has
submitted the same ms to him.”

The error is this: a period of exclusivity refers ONLY to reading the manuscript. No agent reputable or
otherwise would submit a manuscript to an editor without securing the writer’s agreement for
representation. Certainly in actual practice there are cocktail party chats of “oh I’ve got this great book
I’m considering,” but actually sending a manuscript on official submission without an agreement either
verbal or in writing is simply not done. When an agent asks a writer for exclusivity for a month, it’s NOT
to submit it. It’s to READ it. (Mr. Stein’s opinion on the enforceability of that contract is not in question.)

Yours most truly,
Janet Reid

I must defer to Janet’s greater knowledge and experience in this area. I accept her
correction.

http://www.mitendicotthouse.org/


Bob Stein

Bob Stein counsels and represents people at all levels of the entertainment industry from writers to
film producers. He has represented David Baldacci and Janet Evanovich and spent 13 years in-house at
Random House, Simon and Schuster and Warner Books before entering private practice.

Advice given in this column is general, and is not based upon a thorough review of facts and
considerations in any given instance. You should consult an attorney in depth if you need legal advice.
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           WHAT'S NOOSE?

Books

Mary Reed and Eric Mayer, Nine for the Devil, Poisoned Pen Press, March 2012

Short Stories

William E. Chambers, “The Curse of Bridges Falls,” Sherlock Holmes #6, Summer/Fall 2011

Mary Reed and Eric Mayer, “Eyes of the Icon,” The Mammoth Book of Historical Crime Fiction, Sept.
2011

Shelly Reuben, “Death of a Violinist,” The Forensic Examiner, Winter 2011

Send items for “What’s Noose?” to to the Noose Editor at mhannanmandel@yahoo.com. Please use
the format you see in the entries above. Italicize book and magazine titles and put “quotes” around the
titles of short stories and articles.
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           MWA ANTHOLOGY

Just a reminder that the deadline for the MWA Anthology is February 1, 2012: See the November TTD
or the members-only section of the MWA website for more details.

Brad’s working title is What Lies Inside. The following is the thematic proposition for the stories:

From mythology’s Pandora’s box to the hidden depths of the human heart to a 21st century. Digital
strongbox containing invaluable data secured behind dozens of firewalls, this anthology will explore the
secrets and treasures that are all secured inside something. Whether it be in the depths of the human
mind or a supposedly impregnable bank vault, these all new stories will explore sealed containers and
break-ins of every kind, each person seeking to unlock a mystery and gain whatever is hidden away.
Perhaps their prize is a memory that solves a decades-old murder. Perhaps they are seeking to regain
what was unlawfully taken from them and now lies in a public, heavily-guarded museum. Whatever the
goal, whatever the risk, these stories will investigate the lengths people will go to…to get at What Lies

mailto:mhannanmandel@yahoo.com


Inside.

The editor will commission ten new stories by MWA members, and an expert MWA panel will select ten
new stories from a pool of blind submissions by MWA members. Members in any category of
membership may submit stories -- you do not need to be previously published, but you must be a
member in good standing (dues paid).
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