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           President’s Letter

Dear MWA-NY Members,

As I write this, we are mid-way through for Edgar Week. We have had two wonderful events for our
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chapter: readings this past Sunday and Monday, where each evening four of our marvelous members
read from their work. It never ceases to amaze me the variety and depth of the stories our members
write. We have one more New York meeting before our summer hiatus, in June. Plans are already afoot
for when we come back together in the fall, as well as the possibility of a summer gathering in Pittsburgh
and an event in northern New Jersey before the year is out.

 

Meanwhile, check out our website, which now carries a calendar of writers’ programs and conferences
nationwide.  

Remember to keep us posted on your good news, so we can put it on our Facebook page and tweet it
for you. And be sure you friend us on FB and follow us on Twitter, so you can learn all the latest news.

Happy summer to all!  See you in September.  

We are MWA/NY. We help one another succeed. And that means you!

Patricia King
President, MWA-NY

You can write to me at: annamaria@annamariaalfieri.com.
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           FROM THE EDITOR

Hi all,

It was pointed out to me by Reed Farrel Coleman that it would be a great idea to have every MWA-
NY member acknowledged for his or her awards – both nominations and wins. So, as an addition to the
“What’s Noose” section of this newsletter, please send us your good news for our new Nominations
and/or Awards categories.

As I approach five years as editor of the newsletter, I’d love to know how many of you read what
goes out to you five times a year. If you read this, please send me an email telling me so, or merely
write “Noose” in the subject line. And if you’re of a mind, let me know what you think of this newsletter.
While you’re at it, let us know who you are, so we can all meet a member.

Our Meet the Member section has proven very popular with our readers, and I extend the invitation to
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those of you who haven’t done so to please send us a short blurb telling us who you are with a picture
(not required, but nice to have.) Remember – a member’s a member’s, a member – you don’t have to
be published to tell us about yourself. I hope to hear from you at:: mhannanmandel@yahoo.com.

Marie Hannan-Mandel
Editor
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           All A-Twitter

Members of MWA are encouraged to contact us for promotion on our new Facebook and Twitter
feeds!  We are interested in hearing about the following:

events and signings including library panels, bookstore talks, and radio, web, or TV interviews
fresh book deals from MWA-approved publishing houses
book or short story launch dates
awards and nominations

Please do not include reviews of your material. These can range from comments on a Goodreads page
to Library Journal suggestions. Sadly, their wide range prevents us from being able to sort through such
recommendations. If your book has been selected for a best-of-the-year list, however, by all means let
us know!

Contact either hcdavidson@yahoo.com or lyndsayfaye@hotmail.com with all relevant
information, including links.

And remember to join the MWA-NY group on Yahoo. To join, go to Groups on the Yahoo email page
and request membership in the MWA-NY group (http://groups.yahoo.com/).

Top

           IMPORTANT DATES

MAY 9 — Library Event:
The Weehawken New Jersey Public Library is presenting a panel discussion and
book signing for the 2012 MWA short story collection Vengeance at the
Weehawken Nutrition/Activity Center, 203 Highwood Avenue, 7 p.m. Hosted by
library staff member and MWA-NY active member Gary Cahill, the event features
three award-winning authors; anthology editor Lee Child, Alafair Burke, and Jim
Fusilli. Call the library at 201-863-7823 for details.

JUNE 5 — Library Lecture:
A Writers’ Dialogue with Susan Isaacs and Rosemary Harris. Mid-Manhattan
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Library, 40th Street and 5th Avenue, 6th Floor. 6:30 p.m.
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           WHAT'S NOOSE?

Novels

Anita Page, Damned If You Don't, L&L Dreamspell, January 2012

Jessica Fletcher & Donald Bain.  Murder, She Wrote: Trouble at High Tide. (The 37th in the series.)
Obsidian, an imprint of Penguin Group (USA) Inc., April 3, 2012

Jeffrey Siger, Target: Tinos, Poisoned Pen Press, June 2012

Short Stories

Mark Murphy, "A Personnel Matter," Mysterical-E, Winter 2011-2012  

Awards

Murder, She Wrote: The Fine Art of Murder by Jessica Fletcher & Donald Bain, winner of Lovey Award
at February's Love is Murder conference for Best Traditional / Amateur Sleuth.

Send items for “What’s Noose?” to the Noose Editor at mhannanmandel@yahoo.com. Please use the
format you see in the entries above. Italicize book and magazine titles and put “quotes” around the titles
of short stories and articles.
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           ASK THE LAWYER

Dear Bob,

I've gotten an agent from Canada, and he sent me a contract. I read it through, looked at Preditors
and Editors, signed it, and sent it off.
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I have three questions for you:

1) Do agents generally require contracts? It's only for one year and does allow a get-out clause of
one month written notice.

2. Does it matter that the agent is not in the same country?  Is the contract legally binding? 

3) A writing friend told me that I should have put "under New York law" or something like that next
to the arbitration piece to make sure that it's strict enough. Should I have done that?

Thank you,
J

 

Dear J:

By now, I think far more agents require authors to sign contracts than do not. Most of my agent
clients do require such contracts, and, in general, I think they are wise to do so. 

I know of no reason why a contract between an American author and a Canadian agent should not be
binding.

Does it matter that the agent is not in the United States? Only to the extent that he or she may not
travel to New York enough to know the editors at the publishing houses here. Agent/editor relationships
are very important to the agent's ability to make sales.

I have worked closely with agents in California, Texas and Minnesota, and know them to be highly
professional, competent and familiar with the New York publishing scene. There is no reason why an
agent in Canada could not be similarly qualified. Did you look into the agent's previous sales to see
whether they were mainly to Canadian publishers?

As far as New York law, I probably would have made that request, but I would not have expected the
agent to agree to it. Most businesses prefer (perfectly understandably) to have their contracts subject to
their local laws, so that they (or at least their attorneys) will know what to expect in a dispute. Certainly
the agents I have worked with (whether my own clients or the agents representing my author clients)
have generally insisted on using their own local law in their contracts.

The particular questions you have raised do not make me think you've necessarily made any mistakes
at all. The provisions I find of greatest concern in agency contracts are the author's rights to receive
prompt payments and copies of all royalty statements, the author's audit rights and termination rights,
what happens after termination (does the agent retain any claim on the author's future sales?), the
agent's rights to compensation, before and after termination, and, if the work is not sold, the author's
right to receive information from the agent about submissions and publisher responses.

Personally, I think every author should have a publishing lawyer review his or her agency contracts.
The agent can and should be the author's mentor and guide; but if things don't work out, a bad agency
contract can become a serious hindrance to the author's career. On the other hand, it is in my interest
as a publishing lawyer to think so. I can hardly be called objective on that subject.

Best,
Bob 

Bob Stein counsels and represents people at all levels of the entertainment industry from



writers to film producers. He has represented David Baldacci and Janet Evanovich and spent
13 years in-house at Random House, Simon and Schuster and Warner Books before entering
private practice.

Advice given in this column is general, and is not based upon a thorough review of facts
and considerations in any given instance. You should consult an attorney in depth if you need
legal advice.
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