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Dear MWA-NY Members,

I don't know about you, but I find it difficult to believe that we are staring at a fast approaching year
end. It has been an eventful year for our chapter, with the continuation of tried and true programs—the
library program, the mentor program, and our monthly meetings. The introduction of new efforts,
including expanded reach for our library panels and the new reading series which features both published
and emerging writers, has given our members even more chances to participate. If you live outside the
New York Metro area and have an opportunity to travel to NYC, we hope you can plan your trip for a
time when we can include you in one of our activities.

Our board and stalwart committee heads and faithful volunteers have worked hard and enjoyed being
part of the team effort. I am grateful to them all for the time and effort they donate to our chapter. The
chapter election is coming up, and you will soon learn the names of the generous folks who will be
stepping up to work and keep our chapter going.

We now look forward to celebrating at our Winter Revels where our honorary Santa will be the
delightful Parnell Hall. Those near enough to join in will miss our far-flung members. We wish we could
all celebrate together. I send my best wishes to everyone, near and far.

We are the Mystery Writers of America, New York Chapter. We help one another succeed and that
means you.

Patricia King
President, MWA-NY

P.S. You can always reach me at: annamaria@annamariaalfieri.com.
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           FROM THE EDITOR

Dear Friends,

Being a member of the MWA/NY chapter has been a wonderful experience for me. Even though I now
live far from NYC, I enjoy hearing about the activities there and in New Jersey and Connecticut. I value
the Mentor Program, which I have personally found very useful and would ask you to note that the price
for this priceless service is now only $25! “What’s Noose” brings exciting news from a number of our
members – who says publishing is dead? There is so much available for the mystery writer through MWA
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– both at the local and national level. I hope you count the Noose as one of the good things this chapter
has to offer. Please contact me with your comments and suggestions at: mhannanmandel@yahoo.com

Marie Hannan-Mandel
Editor

Top

           MWA- MENTOR PROGRAM

It’s mentor season again!!

Thanks for the overwhelming early-bird response to our call for volunteers to critique manuscripts.
We'll know how many are needed when all submissions come in by Nov. 1.

Matchmaking will follow our usual schedule. In November, mentors will get manuscripts or word
they're not needed this year. Those submitting manuscripts will get critiques in early 2014, before the
culminating panel talk on Feb. 19.

The Mentor Committee loves the feedback we get each year.  So we decided to share some examples.

Last year, one submitter thanked us for "solid tips on what needs the most attention” Another called
their critique “excellent, overall, far superior to any received in various workshops I have attended.”

One mentor wrote: “I think, perhaps, I benefited as much as she [his mentee] did from the activity.”

Thanks again to all participants.

  
Deb Pines
Mentor Committee Chair
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GIRLS WRITE NOW: MENTORSHIP,
GIRL POWER, AND VAMPIRE SLAYERS  

By Lyndsay Faye

When I was a seventeen year old freshman at Notre Dame de
Namur University, I started working in my campus’s Writing Center—
tutoring people, many of them graduate students. I was, needless to
say, intimidated, but I was working with a great many non-English
majors (not to mention non-English speakers), and I’ve always
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believed that if you can’t explain a principle, then you don’t fully
understand it, after all. The ability to explain a process confirms your
mastery of it, I believe. It is one thing to be cognizant of safety
protocols when feeding live tigers. It is quite another to jump into the
cage with an antelope haunch and a sanguine expression.

By the end of the year, I loved it. The intellectual curiosity of the
folks studying other disciplines was inspiring – the things I learned from papers about tree frogs and
gender studies in Ecuador and ancient Greek mathematics. By the end of college, I was running the
place—programming, scheduling, creation of exercises, the works. I realized that, while I’ve never
wanted to be an English teacher, it’s manifestly satisfying to coach someone, teaching them to
master the skill sets themselves. It’s a lovely feeling watching someone walk away not needing you
anymore.

Fast forward a decade to a long, filthy tunnel of the soul following the publication of my first
novel. I had been incandescent with pride over its completion, over finding an agent and the
subsequent sale to a major publishing house. There was just one problem: it hadn’t done very well.
Thus, logically enough, no one wanted my second one. I didn’t know what to do with myself. Am I
even good at this, I thought, or should I abandon these scattered pages like so many autumn leaves
and become a long haul trucker?

Enter MWA-NY, and our Mentor Program. They prevailed upon me to mentor an unpublished
writer. But I am only published by cruel cosmic accident, I said. That’s ridiculous, we know you can
look at a manuscript and make canny suggestions, was their answer. I’ve been considering a career
as a luchador, I said. No, you haven’t, they told me. You’re a great writer. This will be good for you.
I replied, I have to wash my hair. They responded, Your hair seems quite clean to us—we know your
hygiene habits to be exemplary.

Finally, I caved. Or perhaps I got over myself. And I realized what I’d been missing, what MWA-
NY had given back to me—the ability to help other writers, and for them to help me in return by
making the whole process of writing clearer. I did have notes to make on the excellent submission I
received. I knew my notes on the manuscript were valid and well expressed. I did feel as if I’d
unclogged my mental drain. And best of all, I wasn’t alone anymore.

As the Community Outreach chair of MWA-NY’s board, I expended serious effort in searching for
an organization that—like our very own Mentor Program—makes a tangible difference in the lives of
writers who aspire to improvement. I found that organization in Girls Write Now, and after an
application process falling somewhere on the scale between proving Obama’s birth certificate and
qualifying as the head of a juvenile detention facility, I was accepted last year as a mentor.

Girls Write Now pairs published authors with unpublished ones, just as our outstanding MWA-NY
program does—but with a twist. We mentors are all working female writers and the mentees are
young high school women with a passion for the pen that’s somehow underserved in their academic
environments. We meet weekly, rain or shine, in one-on-one personal sessions, to talk writing in our
neighborhoods. The program sponsors monthly workshops about—wait for it, mystery buffs—types of
career writing, poetry styles, and genre fiction. That’s right, Girls Write Now is determined to expose



our talented young friends to as many varieties of writing careers as possible. We wouldn’t want a
fresh-faced senior to imagine she can only write memoir, not when she has a talent for dark, deeply
intimate tales of murder in the mode of Laura Lippman or Tana French, would we? I didn’t think so.
And in fifteen years of operation, 100% of our girls have been accepted to college.

My high school partner in crime, Karilis and I, have only been together for a year, but we’ve had
a host of adventures already. She read me her brilliant magic realism, and I explained to her what
magic realism was—watching the light bulb ka-chink in her head was one of my happiest memories
all year. We learned about poetry together, travel writing, fan fictions, you name it. Once we visited
the Spanish History Museum and found an oil study by Joaquin Sorolla of penitents on the pilgrimage
to Seville. Obviously, we concluded, these ominous men with the tall caps were righteous vampire
slayers by night. She and I are still working on the novella.

As a person who has received so much back from my involvement with MWA-NY and now Girls
Write Now, I encourage others in our warm community to involve themselves. I wanted to share one
aspect of how MWA-NY contributes—through mentorship—but there are many others. Members have
approached me with suggestions for book drives, for Hurricane Sandy relief, and I say please keep
’em coming. When I was unable to see the light as a creative writer since my head was so firmly
locked against my knees in the fetal position, our Mentor Program helped me. Volunteerism like this
can do the same for you, and who knows—you might even be helping someone in return.

Lyndsay Faye is the author of the Edgar-nominated The Gods of Gotham; the second
novel in the Timothy Wilde series, Seven for a Secret, was launched in September to
critical acclaim.  She is a proud member of the MWA-NY board, as well as the Baker Street
Babes Podcast, the Baker Street Irregulars, and Girls Write Now.
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           ASK THE LAWYER

Dear Bob,

I was just reading an article where John Lescroart said that he signed a bad contract at the start of
his career and that it cost him a lot. He recommended getting a good agent but can I rely on an agent
to read a contract? I’d appreciate your thoughts. 
Marie

 

Dear Marie,



I will try to resist the temptation to answer, "No, hire me instead."

The fact of the matter is that many agents have (often with the assistance of attorneys) negotiated
standard variations of most large publishers' contract forms.  Those variations are then automatically
applied by the publishers to all contracts for authors represented by those agents.

In many cases, those variations are as favorable to the author as anything I could negotiate, at least
with respect to the concerns shared by most authors.  If a particular author has unusual requests or
concerns, the agent will probably not be able to accommodate them, because the agent has already
agreed with the publisher not to ask for any further changes to the negotiated variation of the
publisher's contract form.

How does the author know whether the agent has negotiated a variation of the publisher's standard
contract form?  The typical variation has a large number of boldface words, phrases and sentences...
which indicate changes from the publisher's standard form that were made for that particular agent.  If
the contract does not contain such boldface changes, then in all likelihood the contract is the publisher's
standard, and lacks changes favorable to the author.

Please note that I referred above to "most large publishers' contract forms."  With smaller publishers,
and with the ever-increasing number of self-publishing imprints, it is far less likely that any given agent
has negotiated a variation of that publisher's standard contract form.

Which brings us back to the question of "how does an author know whether a given agent has the
necessary expertise to know what changes are both desirable and likely to be acceptable to the
publisher?"

The answer, I'm afraid, is that, aside from reviewing the draft contract for boldface changes as
discussed above, only the agent's previous clients can tell another author whether they are satisfied with
the agent's contract skills... and even then, the previous clients may have been dealing with large
established publishers with whom the agent had already negotiated a favorable variation, which doesn't
really help the new author who is dealing with a small imprint with whom the agent has never before
dealt.

In that case, perhaps, a publishing lawyer (retained by either the agent or the author) may be
particularly helpful.

Best regards,
Bob  

Of Counsel / Pryor Cashman LLP
7 Times Square / New York, NY 10036
212-326-0830 / 718-369-0998 / 718-369-0076 Fax
www.pryorcashman.com/attorneys-119.html
www.imdb.com/name/nm2201485
www.publishersmarketplace.com/members/BobStein
www.publishersmarketplace.com/members/BobStein

Bob Stein counsels and represents people at all levels of the entertainment industry from
writers to film producers. He has represented David Baldacci and Janet Evanovich and spent
13 years in-house at Random House, Simon and Schuster and Warner Books before entering
private practice.

http://www.pryorcashman.com/attorneys-119.html
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm2201485
http://www.publishersmarketplace.com/members/BobStein/
http://www.publishersmarketplace.com/members/BobStein


Advice given in this column is general, and is not based upon a thorough review of facts
and considerations in any given instance. You should consult an attorney in depth if you need
legal advice.
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           WHAT'S NOOSE?

Short Stories

Erik Arneson, “All Alone,”   Shotgun Honey: Reloaded. September 2013.

Erik Arneson, “Fortune,”   Otto Penzler's Kwik Krimes. Thomas & Mercer, August 2013.

Erik Arneson, “Oh Well,” The Flash Fiction Offensive. August 2013.

Erik Arneson, “Noose of Trust,”   Grift Magazine. July 2013.

N.J. (Noreen) Ayres, “Fightin’ Man,” published in editor Otto Penzler’s anthology of 
      1,000-word stories, Kwik Krimes. Kwik Krimes is available at 
      brick-and-mortar bookstores (especially Otto’s Mysterious Bookshop!) and online sources. 

Gary Cahill, “Fathers, Sons, Ghosts, Guns,”   The Kennedy Curse (a Big Pulp Magazine 
       anthology). September 2013.

Gary Cahill, “Hudson County, November '80,”   Shotgun Honey. September 30, 2013.

Gary Cahill, “Ninety Miles, A Million Miles,”   Plan B Magazine Volume II (on-line 
       and e-book anthology). November 1, 2013.

Novels

Caroline Crane, Twenty Minutes Late, Fire & Ice YA. May 1, 2013

Judi Culbertson,  An Illustrated Death, HarperCollins, October 2013

Sharon Pape,  Alibis and Amethysts, Berkley Intermix, August 20, 2013

 
Sharon Pape,  Sketcher in the Rye, Berkley Intermix, December 17, 2013 

E. F. Watkins,  Hex, Death and Rock'n'Roll, Amber Quill Press LLC, November 2013.

Send items (publications, nominations, and awards) for “What’s Noose?” to the Noose Editor at
mhannanmandel@yahoo.com. Please use the format you see in the entries above. Italicize book and
magazine titles and put “quotes” around the titles of short stories and articles.
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SEEN AT BOUCHERCON
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Bouchercon is always an adventure and our MWA/NY membership were there in good
numbers. Thanks to Clare Toohey, Membership Chair MWA/NY for sharing her pictures!

Chris Roerden, Matt Hilton, Chris pavone, Susan C Shea, 
Triss Stein, Crole B. Shmurak

Katrina Nildas Holm, Stephanie Jaye Evans, 
Julia Spencer-Fleming, Jesse Chandler, and Jane Cleland



Laura K Curtis and Joelle Charbonneau

Terrie Moran, Marie Hannan-Mandel, and Gigi Vernon
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           IMPORTANT DATES

NOV 6
(Wed) —

CHAPTER MEETING: — 6-9pm

The Author Online: Defining Your Digital Brand.

LOCATION / PRICE:



Moran’s, 146 10th Ave. (at 19th St.) (212) 627-3030.
6pm cash bar opens, come early and mingle! 
7pm dinner is served. 
8pm monthly programming begins, ending around 9pm. 
$42 per person. 

Please RSVP to:
Registrar, Ann-Marie DiGennaro, at annmarie.digennaro03@gmail.com 
or 917.747.9412.
You may send her advance payment (checks made payable to MWA-NY) to:
696 Birdseye St.
Stratford, CT, 06615.

DEC 4 — Winter Revels
Our holiday celebration for MWA-NY members and VIP guests, 6:30-8:30 at Aleo
Restaurant, 7 West 20th Street (bet. 5th and 6th Avenues)
www.aleorestaurant.com (212) 691-8136

This year's Honorary Santa Parnell Hall has
published over thirty novels, including his series with
the Puzzle Lady Cora Felton, private eye Stanley
Hastings, and attorney Steve Winslow. He's been a
finalist for the Edgar, Lefty, and Shamus Awards.
He's a former President of Private Eye Writers of
America and competes yearly in the American
Crossword Puzzle Tournament.

Come celebrate the season, reconnect with old
friends while making new ones, and share some
holiday cheer with your colleagues in the mystery
community! Guests will enjoy hors d'oeuvres both
savory and sweet, an open bar (draft beer, house
wine & liquor, soft drinks, coffee & tea), and a goody
bag!

LOCATION / PRICE:
Aleo Restaurant
7 West 20th Street (between 5th & 6th Aves.) 
For $42/person 

Please RSVP to:
Registrar, Ann-Marie DiGennaro, at annmarie.digennaro03@gmail.com  
or 917.747.9412.
You may send her advance payment (checks made payable to MWA-NY) to:
696 Birdseye St.
Stratford, CT, 06615.
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           All A-Twitter

Members of MWA are encouraged to contact us for promotion on our new Facebook and Twitter
feeds. We are interested in hearing about the following:

events and signings including library panels, bookstore talks, and radio, web, or TV interviews
fresh book deals from MWA-approved publishing houses
book or short story launch dates
awards and nominations

Please do not include reviews of your material. These can range from comments on a Goodreads
page to Library Journal suggestions, and their wide range sadly prevents us from being able to sort
through such recommendations. If your book has been selected for a best-of-the-year list, however, by
all means let us know!

Contact either hcdavidson@yahoo.com or lyndsayfaye@hotmail.com with all relevant
information, including links.

And don’t forget to join the MWA-NY group on Yahoo. To join, go to Groups on the Yahoo email page
and request membership in the MWA-NY group (http://groups.yahoo.com/).
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